
Resources: Norton, ZDNet, Eagle Creek, Packing 
Light Travel, Westgate Resorts, Forbes, FCM Travel

Leave electronics you don’t need at 
home. And before you leave home, 
make backup copies of data on every 
device. 	
 	
Remember, some countries do not 
respect device privacy in the way you 
might expect. Authorities can keep data 
or the entire computer, copy what they 
want and share this data with other 
agencies, and force you to give the 
password if the data is encrypted. 	
 	
Before your trip, do a web search to 
determine a cost-effective wireless 
access plan for the country you're 
visiting and the type of surfing, texting, 
and talking you’ll be doing. 	
 	
Set your phone to require a password, 
face scan, or fingerprint to access your 
phone. Set your laptop or tablet to 
require a password.	
 	
Label devices with your contact 
information. 	
 	
Turn off “Location Sharing” on your 
phone. 	
 	
Install and subscribe to “VPN” software 
on each device and ensure it’s turned 
on anytime you connect wirelessly to 
the internet. 

Turn on the “Find my phone” and “Find 
my computer” functions before you 
leave.


Bring up a backup battery or charger. 
Never snag an unattended battery, 
USB drive, or charging cable. It could 
be a sophisticated hacking device.	
 	
Traveling internationally? Purchase a 
power converter before you leave. 	
 	
Don’t ever use public computers for 
tasks involving personal information, 
like banking.	
 	
Pack all electronics in your carry-on.  	
 	
Keep your phone with you at all times. 
Lock your laptop in the room safe or 
locker when you leave.	
 	
Turn off Bluetooth when you’re not 
using it. 	
 	
Use a new password anytime a 
wireless network asks you to create an 
account to access it.	
 	
In your device’s settings, set it to 
“forget the network” when you finish 
using it. 	
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